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The U.S. Elections - 1948 


The leaders and parties in the electoral campaimn of 1948 present a picture cf 
paradox. The conflict betwecn Russian Imperialism and inglo-imerionn Inperialism 
dominates all other issues. Within the fremework of this conflict, the mask for 
world Imperialism, the United Nations, masqueredcs as the world public, imp-rtial 
arbiter betwcen Zastern and Western Imperialism while it is ectually the world mar- 
kct place for Eastern and ‘estern Imperialism, for making de-ls on atomic ax 
mont; partition of Germany, export and import of capit:1 between Eart ead test; 
sphercs of influence in the colonial and semi-colonial arcas. It is the mek under 
cover of which American Imperialism promotcs tho Marshall rlan for the subjugation 
of the world. It is the clonk under which Russia promotcs the Moscow Imper jalist 


plan, Together, they add up to 2 ‘er plen. 








Internally, the drive of the capitalist clase of the U.S. against the working class 
sharpens. . It saddlcs the working clase with the Tft-Hortley low, no-strike in- 
junctions, anti-r-dical and Stalinist spy scares. Thie is the pattern for mobili- 
* gation for Imperinlist "ar III, emphasized by the Military Draft. 


President Truman and his competitor Thoms E. Dewey. present themselves as champions 
of freedom and liberty against the c¢xpension of Rusfian Imperirlism, while they 
support military dictatorships in Grccce, China, Kores ond Japon (icc:rthur 
domocracy). Trumen and Dewey claim to be kaders in the fight ageinst wer, yet 
they promote the Marshall Flan, which is the political-cconomic phase of nilitcry 
measures in time of war. ‘They both support the military dreft. They arc, in 
words, for the independence of 311 peopic, yet the: promote the E.Rere Which mekce 
the whole of Yestern Burope dependent 21 U.S. Impericlisin. Trumen states that the 
Regublicen party is opposed to the swrking Clase and Devcy states that the Demo— 
cratic parts is against labor, They “re both right. Both portics have united to 
“.dregoon the American workers 8) thst lsbor costs of production (wagce) would not 
rite, along with capitalist profit. Trumn announces that the Republiccn icrty isc 
the porty of economic depression, and Dewey announces that the Denccerstic purty is 
the party of inflation. Both irc correct. Dewey suorts thet the Truc fore ign 
policy is a weak and vacillating cne, yet Demoerct Mersh:d1 and Republicen Dulles 


v 


ars carrying mt 2 bi-partisan foreign policy, which wiil inevitably lead to Were 





The leadcrs of the Republican ana Dumotratic pertics expcso cach other and reveal 
that they are nothime wut political office-boys for capitelicrs 


Taking advantage of the resentment against the Republic:n and Demccratic declara= 
tions of bamcruptcy, of a lnrge minority of the americon workers and middle clase, 
Henry Wallece in allies with Stalinism, hes launched a party, called the irogrces~ 
ive rarty. This porty performs » two-fold function. It is,a pressure instrument 
for Russian foreign policy, and @ party for crall -enpitrlists. ie for back os the 
“yenr 1943, Wazgnce trumpeted that sucll business people, t> hin, memt employcre of 
five-huncrod workers and upy He hes ccntinually reitersted in this camp. ign thot 
he supports frec-entcrprise capitalism while he -dvaertce nationalization of basic 
industrics, This means he wants the expitalist st-.te te become the rosin investor 
in the cconomy while allowing room for the wealthy middle strata of crpitaliets, 
liks himself, to expand. Wallace supports the Impcriclist Lersh?ll Flen in con-= 
corled form by supporting the Stalinist foreign policy, which is in fevor of 2. 
Mavshall Flan with clauscs, favorable t> Russia, On the cther hand, he istta 
knight in shining armor’, who, in the best tr-ditions of Inper ial.ism end netion- 
alism, claims he will make Americe "strong, free and hoppy". His. appar: nt 











militancy on behalf of the Negro and Jewish workers is 
votes. His program is pro-capitalist ond anti-working classe 


The most comictl picture of piridcx 2re the Trotskyites end the: Socislists. They 
vant a labor party which is .t the sinc time militent and sati-capitalist; bour- 
geois democratic snd revolutionzrye (they went cpportunisn without opportunists) 
They want a Marshall plan that is anti-capitalist and pro-~working class, eda iu 
one. Thoy are for a maximus of democracy for the working-class ond sdvocrte 20° 
the some time the highest degree of tot-litsrianisn, nationalization of basic in- 
dustries (under c1p italien), Norman Thomes advocates Socialism while he proposcs 
to uso capitel t» buy out the biggest capitalists. Of coursc, Thomas will have to 
exact a promise from the capitalists not to reinvest the cepited with which he 
proposes to purchaso their industry, and thus continue accumleation of czpital. 
Confiscation with compensation on the hecls of a hypotheticnl Trotskyitc-Socielist 
parlianentary victory 26 a substitube for the class struggle, is the road tc ruin; 
the rond of stete capitalism and burenucracy. Normeon Thomse wants an Imperialist 
“jar which st the sane time is “pro-vorking clase". He supported ‘orld tar II and 
advocated the impossible, an Imporial ist wor with "deneccratic aims"... 


Clocrly, support for any of the prrtics and lenders xt preecnt dominating the Amcr~ 
joan political arena is support for cnpitelism ond warse- Inste=d of a vote for 
the porties of tor nnd capitalism, we rdvocnto the building of a vorking-clars 
revolutionary porty in the U.S. with. the folloving basic principles. 

I~ Our conception of the world end the society proper to it is that of Varx's 
scientific Socialism. 

2- For the reconstitution of 1 revolutionsry Interneticn-l sgcinet the Interna- 
tionals of Betrayal (Socicl Demoerrcy, Stalinisn, Trotskyism) 

3~ Against collaboration vith the bourgesis “nd pseudo~prolcterian parties which 
uphold the false end deceitful banner of trucdcioeracy". 

4. The trade unions of the C.1.0., cad fePele, Rvilrinde Brotherhoods end " Indew 
pendent Unions", are part of the legal apparctus of the capitalist stetce 

Working class unity will be achieved on the basis of the platf rn of the party of 
the revolution, and, under its leodership, within those onganibnes, ercated in 
the revival of proletarian cl-ss struggle.. : 

5e Tho farueworkers arc the class brothers of the Industrial proletariat end rmst 
be won over t2 class sdlidsrity. 

6= 411 so-called movements of colonial independence hove an Inperialist besce 
Thero docs not exist for the colonicl and eemi-coloniel areas, any longer the prob- 
lem 2f a bourgeois revolutions The oly rood is thet of prolctrrien revolution. 
%. The proleteriat imst vork for the dcfe:t of its om bourgeoisic 2m its satcll- 
itcs in the advoneed industrisl: sectors cf world cepitelisn, as Vell -<s for the 
defeat of its own bourgeosio and satellitcs of the colonial and semi-¢oloniel arcsas 
of world capitalisa, in tine of yore 

8: Tho dofont of the burgeoisicy on a world scalc, accciplished through the civil 
of the proletarist, under’ the guidmec end leedcrship of the Revolutionary 
néernational purty, will be the beginning of the Socialist Reorganiztion of 
Society under the Dictatorship of the troletcrinte 

94 The Dictatorship of the rroletrrict, will scrve as the trensition to the class- 
jees society of Socialism, where the stete, a6 known under capitalism, will cis- 
appear, and Goverament and Tyronny till “‘becrne the history of the past. 









iO. The Dictatorship ‘of the proletari:t is not to be understood as a defense of 
the Soviot Unione On the contrary, the dictatcrship of the proleterien will 
in Russia, which is now =m Imperialist. etctc, through Socialist revolution. 
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The Christian - Dericer-tic ant the 
Stalinist Unions .- ° 


Worker ss é 
As we said long ago, the split within the trade unions ie practically complctc.’ 
With the strong support of the govcrmsent, and with en influence methodically ac- ° 
quired under cover of "tr-.de-union unity!, the Christian Dericorsts at inst heve 
caused the fatel development of events; the socini-nationsl communists heve undcr- 
gone it, and offcr to the dissidents = p»rt of your pctrinony, so thoy can mild 

& nev huse. : 

Froid n on, two vorkers o%recniz-tions will compete for your vote, for your support, 





and contributions. One will entiec ym vith the fl-ttcring releticns which unite 
it vith the goverment, and, consequently, the gre.ter influence which it is able 
to ¢xercise, The other will ask you t> join under the old flsg of 2.tradition of 
struggic, trying to recuper.te, with the czclusion of the clerical trado-unionisn; 
a proletarion virginity, long 2nd for cver lost. 

ibs truth is, that neither one 2f these tvo orgenizations eon: protend to roprescnt 
your class interest. They arc divided, not beccuse the intercst end the »spira— 
tions 2f the workers =re represented by one of the porter, snd the interest and tho 
vill for survival of cxpitalism are represcnted by the other; they ore dividcd for 
the suse rotsons th.t caused the splits of the tripartis n governments. Becausc 
the guiding pdlitical forecs - christian democret on onc side, socialist and socizl 
natioatl-~commnists on the other - they arc nothing but the national editions of 
international capitalist forces in conflict. Both of then sre the unions cf capie 
talisn and rar, beenuse they sre dircetcd by the partice of the bourgeois, tied to 
the capitelistic interests of Occident 2nd Orient, of America and Russia, With the 
creation of . clerical tr-ds union, the first, sre looking for guerantics for un= 
disturbed function in the national reeonstruction under Aueric =n terms; the others 
are trying to maneurer the old snd treditioncl vorkers' orgonization, to intcerste 
it under Russian temis. Both tic the troce unions to the bourgeois strite those 
control they hold as agents of tusecric:, or those control they aim to obttin ~s 
agents of Russia. It is for this sce re~son, thet even the minority group, Sere~ 
g2t ant Republicesn, which tods deol-re thoy renin as ¢ factor of reconciliction 
and asbitration in the 91d C.Gex will be unavoidably forced, vith the proccss of 
tine, ant as a force supporting Americ:n imperial isn, t> be promoters of nev ond 
irrep-reble splitse 

Vorksrsg 

Both trade unions will act within the field of democracy, legality and reforn, 
\ithin the tradition2l field of yur rin. Yesterdny united, the tr=de union of 
"frozen wages", of the reconetruction of the economic snc political appar=tus of 
caypitclism, of the obstruction to the demobilization of troops, of the neaneuvercd 
strikes; of the subordination of your fight to the so-called superior interests 
of the f.therlznd. Divided, both trede unions will remain the sorce 

Frery one of thera will prouise, in order to attract support, and votes, the most 
complete internal democracy, the izost complete right to expression of minoritics, 
the guaranty of "no-politics'. But you know by experience, .fter yerrs end yecrs 
cf political democracy, that through the very stme mech:nism of the so-called lib- 
ertics, the c-pitalist State exercises its pityless contrel over the working classe 
You know that feoding you with the illusion of solving your problems vith 

builots, or tith the oxercise of certain constitutional gurrentics, it is possi-+ 
tie for the bourgeosde to poralyzc, to corrode, t> cestroy your fighting spirit, 
the class=solidarity in your struggle. The split, leaves intect the consorvat ive 
character of the trade unions: n> innovations in the organization of the CeGeley 
no technicel ability in the construction of the cleric: 1 trace union, vill rake 

of these tw. trace unions an instrusent of defense of your class intorests, 
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a fighting instrument agrinst the political and eerromic frame work of capitalism. 
Neither one of the tivo will be frec, beccuse both of them mre tied to the forces 
of imperialism and war; neither one of then will be proletarian, because both, of 
them are engaged in maintaining the society of your exploitation, : 
Workers: ; 
We, internationalist commnists, will oper:te with our propteends and our action ~- 
to clarify for you, the counter-revolutionary role of the tio trunks of trace- 
unionism, to assist you to recognize in then, and in the forces that contro] then, 
one of the bistions of the eapitslist Stte, ogcinet which you are called to fight. 
This is uhe necessary condition for a complete bresk with the chains thst keep you 
thed to the progrsms 2nd institutions of the capitalist reactions 
Tas class unity of the proletcrians vill not be built around either one of the to 
onnter-revolutionary trunks of one organization, which is dead for your fight, and 
ultisote interests. The class unity vill be tilt around tho class progren of the 
party of the revolution, aml, under euidence, within tho orgenisns that tho revo- 
Intionary impulse of the 1#%sseg will know hov to create in situations of revival 
of the proletarian upsurge, Against the clericel trade-unions of kestore ant De 
ri; ageinst the trade-unions, apparently red, but counter-revolutionary in 
ity, of Di Vittorio and Togliatti, whe cammnist vanguard continucs tho fight 
to prepare the political and matcricl srus' for the unavoideble revolutionary ad- 
vance secerory Of the proletarion,-and, first of all, to prapare the% decisive 

! gglo anil guidance, that is the class party, The courmnist vaneuerd 
L € yurself in the tragic situation in thich the countemrcvolue 
tiontry parties have placet you, the great majority of you, under a rear psychosis, 
biitvy of hunger, and the danger of being fircé, will remain attacher to 
venious, from which, however, there ie nothing to be expected. Nevertheless, 
communirt vanguard cali tho proletorinns who have the strength, to plece above 
verything clsc, the qltimte class intarcets, over the risks ond dangors of the 
mo + ¢ proletaricns who feel urgently the political problem of frecing thon 
selves and their class, from the claws of imperialism ond wor; to get together 
arqund the progrmua and the organized force of the Ferty end its trade-union sections 
$ if in this dirk hor we are going through, there is still a light and a hope 
of proletarian advance ant cinss victory, it is there, around thot progran ond 
that organism of strugegls, the party that is strong ond active. 


Loug l*%*s to the class unity of the workers? 
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"On Trotskyisrt' 


The 1iore-oné follows the evolution of Trotskyiem, the tore one realizes the poli- 

. tierl shallowness of the uotives scparrting them fra: Strlinisng Onc could say 
that botween the tro currents there is « relationship of relay racers, in which 
the ronker up front is overtaken, ond relincuishee his banner, which he sceed to 
wery high and iigmeulete. In other words, Trotskyisn appears as the forerunncr 

of an evolution that Stalinism accouplishes with iron ingic, cven if slightly be 
acted, behind its fictitious rival, It is thus driven to take sidce vith it, with- 
out foar or eubarrasstient, in the fundancntal turns of the rcccnt history cf the 
evelopment of capitrlism., This explains both the difficulty, Trotskyisi finds in 
differentiating, clearly, its program and tactics fron those of Stalinism, and ite 
charscteristic procedure of converging or diverging from Stalinisu, according to tic 
distance between two rumerse 

Yet, this inproseion, on closer analysis appears mistcken. Rather thon repreecnt- 
ing the expsrinental field of the cvolution of Stalinien, the Trotskyite tactics 
suggest the picture of a "child prodigy", whose adventurcs in dangerous country, 
verfeetly tolorated by his mother, have the extraordinary power of leading the con 
founde. shecp back to the sheep-fold, and of returning to the superior authority of 
the family, which it thought for o while to GECALC. 

In fact, it is not only true that Trotekvis.. anticipatce, in its tactics, thore 
which sro nocesssrily to be the mancuvere of Stalinism, but it is also truce that 
after rapid cxcursions into the zone of fire, they return inevitably to the point 
whore it scomed their course sepcrated fra: that of Stelinien, 

This is obviously the fate of all imidé@lco-of~the=road positions, which is not only 
thet of being continuously devoured bz reforiisn, but leo lcsding back to their 
comion dcnouinator, Stalinism. It is thus an iron historic logic, which, after 
violent contrasts, brings Trotsk:risii to line up regulerly with the ore typically 
reactionary formations of reformisr, 2nd t> be the teil of tho popular fronts and 
War. It docs not matter if they reject the tredition®l -nd cloresic ormuc nt of 
Trotekyisi, like the "Defense of the Sovitt Union": the conclusion is 2 WRYe, ond 
fatally, the same; nor exn it be s.id to sponk for the cl-rity of those who are 
"igainst the defense of the Sovict Union", while upholding the Trotskyite "Trons ie 
tional Frogrant, 








r 
One of the most characteristic stumbling blocks of Trotskyism, is the oucetion of 
the struggle for independence, of semi-colonifl and eolonicl countrics, including 
under this heading, not only the countries where bourgeois colonisxlism exists for 
hore than 2 century, but also the countrics vith hight incustrieal developucnt, whih 
the second Imperialist wer hes pleced wnder the iron control and total exploitation 
of the great powers. ; 
In regard to these struggles, the constant position of Trotskyism, is to support all 
liovements of so-enlled independence of the netive bourgecsic, 2s fectors able to 
weaken the internetional frame of the colonizing impericlisn. This vell-intentioned 
support, is conditioned in the sense of LAintaining the ir distance,’ org nizationally, 
between the burgcois partics of independence ane the enti-inperialist prolet-ricn 
partics. But results in a substcnticl parsllel in their progr-ne, ond conscqucntly, 
also in their tactics. Ths found-tion of the colonial policy of Trotskyism hes 
nothing which differentiates it fro: the mtionclistic prtics of bourgeois ridie 
calisiae They are aims which rotate around bourgeois democracy snd national ine 
dependence. In this ficld, Stalinism en te.por'rily Ciffercntiate iteclf in a 
ore cautious ray, to pose the sic problens, snd Certzialy concealing theris But 
% is unavoidable that during its devclopuent, it is drircn not only to meke them 
its om, but also t>) make its om, the slog-ns, which 2 short rhile 2¢o the Trot- 
skyite5 announced as their ow privete ciscore Tyre : 
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It was enough, for instancc, for tho imperil ist centr: cictione betrveen tho U.Ssle, 
and U.S.S.R to blaze up, and the slogen of "naticnol, independence" became the 
rallying cry of ‘nationel cormmnisii', «ftor the destruction of - whole scrics of 
‘illnstrious" national independences, together with the unavoidable sequence of 
denosratie slogens, advencel as a transitional stege torurds Socirlism. Onee apcin 
Ts sn and Stalinism merge together. ‘ 

i the message of the 4th Internitional té the Japenese workers (Fourth Intcrna- 





Read 
tionel Sept. Oct. 1947, <. 242 - “Open ictter to Workers and Feasants of Jepen') 
tte criticism of Stalinism resolves itself into @ particular snd cpisodic nerect, 
inster.d of charscterizing it as gencrally, fundenentslly countcr-revolutionsry. 

The "Open Letter" to the Japanese workers .nc peasants criticizes Stelinisn for 
support to the Imperial institution (support vh ich Stalinism hes since renounced 
witht ceasing, for all that, from being reactionary), ‘The tectics resolve there 
sctlvcs into a “domand for the withdrswal of the occupation troops end the right of 
ths people to dispose of themselves. This slogen, vhich now has become the lcit- 
notif of all Fopulsr Fronts, is, fro the limrxien point of vicw, feleos ns if the 
withdrw.l of occup.tion troops under the regime of imperiolisn intern:tion=li; 
eculd mean liberty for any "people" (That is, froma the larxist standpoint, a 
people?) to dispose of theiusclves; =s if a people could, under cnpitalisn, choose 
their mm destiny. Onec these troopa re withdrern, they request free elections 
for a Constituent Jsseibly, in which the people conle decide without coercion, the 
type of State and Constitution which they really vant (for the “harxists" cf the 
4th International, bourgeois psrliascnt is not a fom: of coercion). 

in the struggle agninet infltion ind the hich cost of living, the 4th Intern>tiond 
fights for a sliding se-le of veges xdjueted tc the high coset of living, for con- 
srol of production exercised by factory ccisiittecs dencerntically elected; for price 
controls; for ccntrol of dietribution 2f goods by trade unions and by cormittecs 
frecly cloctel by house-wives ani poor peasants, thus joining togethcr with the 
petty+bourge.is reformers on the we bond, ~nd on the sther, with Strlinisri on a 
world scale. Finrlly (here comes the coped) ther promote the "crestion of a 
workers’ and peassnts' governzent itap Barge ie tdinisters (this last accition, 
itself, is a tre.sure) with the final go-l, which ncither the reformist socitl- 
ists nor Strlinists hove yet renounce, "the complete rbolition °f capitelisri™. 

ict a& Japanese worker choose botweén this dish, contrining democratic sins “nd ro- 
mote revolutionary postuletes, and © program 2f netionel independence md progrees=- 
ive democracy, condensed in the s-uie winirmn objectives, but leaning on the nili- 
tery strength of Russia, inl defy him not to chocse this lnst ono. Especixlly 
when the Secretzrist of the 4th Intern-tional strives to preve that the St-linist 
bursaucracy has betrayed the fundanent.l proerci, of Socinrlism, but in esse of wor 
supports it (although in conditional form- "firce.son emdition') in the nance of 
defense of the “proercssive" ond "revolutionary emauests of the nationnlized 
cconwxy and state planning. 








III 
Sat there are those within the Trotskyito current, who e-nnot ewallor this eanitue 
4sa%ion, in view of the evident trezson to the revolution-ry internationaliet couse 
of tho proletarict by the "progressive" Russie. of Stelin.s The dissident wing lcad 
dy Shactuen, is in this position in the U.S.A. But also for this dissident bronth 
of International Trotskyisi., centrism rercins the lew, snd contrism is the 2ntc- 
chamber to Stalinisn. A 
The Marshall Plan, is, by corzion acceptance, 2 plen for teking Europe & colony- of 
Imperialism. The Stalinists say this also; on the basis of vhich they carry on 
their propaganda, which is not only clectoral. The Trotskyites ssy this, the 
sane as we do. But what conclusions do they crev from it? The ssiie conclusions 
+s the Stzlinists, which Shactren's Vorkcrs' rarty attacks most violently (inbor 
ction, Nov. 17, 1947) it is necess.ry t> suttort nid to Europe, but requircs 
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tuet it doses not become a weapon for the subjection of the Olc ‘iorla to the Inq 
perialism of the Newe In other woris, requesting Inperi-lisn to give ch> its; 
ovctesting becouse it gives too little; less then it could; and pretending that the 
help given, be given without obligntion; for Christtan pitys and that they shold 
not mike satellites of. those who dowtode it (for these "Lirxists,"' onc o2n de doth 
debtor and independent, slave and fres 

Their practical progrenye 

i+ "full help, matcrial, financial, morrl (roral, too, for God's sake) to be given 
to the working class and the pecple of Eurcpe; Labor -.ction, for from opposing, 
thinks thet imch wore coule be Ame by capitalistic amcrics in order te help 
Prope, eg what is proposed in the Marshall plen (then, it is under capitalist 
auspices). 

2= '7e oppose all links and conditions to an aid proerem which in any way, might 
facilitate the intervention of American Inperislism into the internal affairs of 
the countrics ridcdeseeas well 15s the imposition of interest, the insistence on 
vrefevential tre tment ami other methods of Imperialist intervention", (For the 
ahead as well as for the Stalinists who hold the same position, interve ae ion 
not the essence of advancing capitcl or rev material, tut is related to partis 
© Clhauscs, which if excluded, would not lessen their iron bound subecry isn: 
‘otskyism and Stalinism welcome help from the patrons, but "don’t make us pay 
inte vaste" 

Sm Here comce the grotcsque.e— Togliatti at the 6th Congress (C.r, of Italy) user 
the sciué argument with the same or similar words--—'te cre against the wanaroment 
of tho pian by trusts and corporationsesseand we Proposes that the trace unions of 
the cospoctive countrics have the right to save an? protect the interests of their 
workers, so thit no fund, loan otc. be use’ for their cxploitation. (Earcpean in- 
dustry then would have to accept lo-ns, but not to exploit the workers. ‘That is, 
they would have to stop functioning «s capitelistic incustry, Those who advance 
the isoney woulc concele the workcor, through his defence orgenizetions, the richt 

to wake unproluctive, the lenic2 carit-1f 

Thus we sec that Trotskyism, defonicrs cf the Soviet Union or not, arrive at the 
some conclusions. They accept Cemocracy anc reject the consequences. They play 
at independence with the weapons of Impericlisri.. They seck to roform the moet sub= 
tie ieasures for the stibilization of world capitalism, ond pasees thor off arc 
oregressive measures. Inperialism can rejoice. It is not intercetced in the con= 
Vitions. The essential, is t> have guarcnteed the support of that class, which 
tralitionally it cosidcred its adversary. Be quict, Left or Right Trotskyitcc, 
wcecican Inpapialisn will not neod to impose clauses tc realize, throuch tne policy 
of your help aml of your blessed Stalinist cousins, the subjection of Western 
Gurope to their plens. 







Iv 
Finally, thore is 2 variety of Trotskyism, which, indepencently of the acceptance 
or not of the slogan of defense of the U.S.S.R., are convinece that the tactics 
of supporting the movements for national or cclonial infepencence is ruinousc, in 
the tors in which Trotskyism traditionally poscs it. The New International (or= 
gen of chactuen) reports the resolution, (October 1947, De 253) of a group of 
Shinesc Trotskyites which left the officiel organiza tion because it gocs cn sup- 
oorting the Mnonintang even after it hts long coased to lead an independent anti~ 
imporialist struggle against Japan (anc when hed it lcd it?). The Chinesc dissia nts & 
dents are avare of the failure of the policy of unconditional support to all 
mnovenents of colonial emancipation, snd recognize th-t the flog of "Independence 
from Laperinlism, (in this.case, Japenese ale le ee ) hes always served only 
to justify the repression of the workers" moverents ond the rassacre of the pro= 
letarians. But from this first correct prenisc they a not arrive ata critical 
reeveluetion of the problem, in the sense cf recognizing, tht all the so-c-llcc 
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inwtenents of Colonial independence have, mainly todey, an imperinlist base, end 
tlict on the other hand, there does not exist anyncre, for the colonics, the prob- 
lem of a bmrgeois revolution. $9 th>t, either from the point of vicw of thc 

fight against Imperialist exploitation, or from the interncl one of the clase 
struggle, the only qucstion is that of proletcrion revolution. They (The Chinsec 
Tretskyites) derive from it a line, which, while pretending to liqiidate the errors 
of the pist, lewds the workers strugele, again, on the track to all the dcfa ts, 

the proletariat of the colonial countries heve elrendy sufferct. The foundetion 

of the Trotskyite attitude in regard to colonial novenmts is f.lyays this;= 
"participate in the war while minteining complete independence of «ction ond pol- 
joyt, “a movement for notion] cimancipation lea by the "national" bourgeos4e og ° 
the colonial countrics con assume a progressive charocter only when the masses which 
participate, enjoy full liberty of propagent, orgenizeation and action (onc dc- 
mends the impossible); a bourgeois moverent con be progressive or not, and aftor 
tue evaluation as to its proeressiveness, they will hove to be supported or note 
jtor instances- "The anti-imperisnlist wars lod by the colonial bourgeosic hove not 
been end will not invariably be progressive undcr all conditions, or at all ‘ince, 
Their chnractor mst alvays be decided in tems of intern.l and intemational face 
tore," 

Tntemals if the var is lead 21t the price of » terrible oppression of the native 
worksrs and peasints (cculd ym figure a wer which docs not opprees, or which y 
Since it secms a problem of degrec, oppresses slightly, peasants and workers?) 
then, although it secms it has a -pregressive role in the struggle against the in 
perianlist power, it is, howevor, renction=ryeoeee 

Iniernationalsy» if the wor is between a coloni:1 country, on one side, and an in 

f alist pover on the other, thit is progressives; if it is kead instcoad (or in 
the lest analysis, ends by being) between two Inperinlist powers, and thue becomes 
part of ths Iaperinlist warseeeit loses the progressive character it hed at the 
beginnine'—-— as if in the age of Inporiclisi, a coloni-l country could ever low a 
“pure colonial war without becoming = pewn of cnother Inmperisiist powere 

Final results the Trotskyites will fight for coloni-l independence even in a wor 
led by the respective exploitative bourgeosie, claiming the right to be, at the 
saine tinc disciplined soldiers, and intronsigcant revoluticn-rics. 

IS is well that the Trotskrite positions be shown in all their absurdity, as in 
this case when carrie. to their logicz1 conclusions. The absurd is really at the 
base of middle-of the-rond positions (centrisu). A very busy search for proercss- 
ive conquests in a socicty which no longer has snything t2 offer the proletrrict, 
mt wor, Filnecd on. this plene, one slides to the bettoms either one eribracese war 
without conditions, or one, in the nenner of a lover picking the ‘petals of = daisy, 
8s," the war is progressive, the var is not progressive; it will cause suffering; 
will not cause suffering; it will be mde betwecn Imperinlist powers, or be~ 
tywoon colomgr ami cohonizers. Sines the answer of the doisy is no longer neccss*ry, 
ous is thrust into the ver, saving face with the declnrction thet once kcops an in- 
dependent facceee with the result, acting as connon-focder for the bourgcosic, or 
for tho "Socialist sixth of the wor.@. Recciving as final reward; besides iho 
doumage, the jokes ani butts of the bourgeosié.s 

bottom, this is well ‘oservei, because if the problem is to find, with Diogcnes 
» the intermolinte links of progress, under the bourgeois reginc, what of 
“irogressive democr:.cy" which Stalinism has sold everywhere. in ths Vorla? 
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evk> Od eo: 2suifhe -GePmar Gi isié 
tthe steugele@tbetween Russian and ‘estern 
for domination of Germanys Ths conflict 
end Vester Imperialism for Murope, Tic 
world domination between Buseian Imperis 


impordsdiam for Borlin, is the strusle 
wes Gcoxminy is ‘the strugele of Hostern 
ettie for Murope isthe strugele-fer 

sh end sericon Tnperiali side 


Russia and the United States compete for thc, support of the msscs of Gormanye 
Whichever Imperialism wins hefemony over Gerneny hep a mighty sword poised to 
plunge into the vitals of the other. In ordcr to forge that sword,on- the anvil 
of Germany,both Imperial isms: roisc the cemagogi¢™slopan of “Onirica Germany", 

Both thercforc, attempt to appenr as gemine friend’ of 2 "Unified National German 
nb: ate", The fiction of unity is promotéd’ by the nereing of. the“ Jestern occupicc, 
ones and the eroction: of a Uae tee ery fatede. to mike the ilaeion scen, cone 

eindlngs Inpérialist France, a déferted ‘power within, thé’ + ict or ious Western war 
bloe reluctantly goes along, fearing. a German Imperialist revival uncer cither : 
Buseian or Western Imperislism. Russien Imperial ism constructs Qn apparatus in 
the trade union sector, and undcr the porty of the Gemin~-Soviet police, tho:"Som 
jalist Unity Party", to px note a “Unified German Hations w State". Ruesian-ond 
améviean Dapericl ism msquemde 18 "Democracy", in order to conceal the ir Inperial~ 
ist ins in Germnys Within the Esstcrm bloc, Folond e%s alone on the Russian 
ial roluctantly, for for of a revived German Inperinlism, 





The mofern content of capitalist rule is once again shown most clecrly on the Gorm 
men question, It is state enpitalisnm, tore populerly knowin as Fascisu, Inzien, nd 
Et%linism. “Democracy”, m Ge sce ony is cimposed of the iuyri-d tr:de union ond pare 
iisnentary burcoucr%ts who in the Russion ephere corry out the orders of the Russion 
inper ialist militery goverment, tnd in the ‘estern spheres, the allied Militoury 
geovermucnt orders, Their trade union and political orgrnisue rest on the baycncts 
of Russian m@nerican *Inpe rr’ is: In Ensier Gerreny, these sre the Strlinist 
FSocizlist Unity inmrty, and the Car setinn Dencer2ts. In Western Germeny, thoy arc 
rainly the So¢ H1“Denoer rts cand Christi-n Democrétes On bith sices of the “Iron 
curtain", these sitellites sock to peddle the prcerems of Inpericlism tc the Gor 
lion iagsese. However, the attempt to scll .wmcrio-n or Russicn domination through 
sac" democratic’ gentry to the German masscs hes failed. In the absence of 2 rcvoe 
iutionary nearxist party it is incressincly evident thet the Gertien workcre md fare 
mere sti22 favor, Nezism. Nazis, being the stote capitalist political. ideslery. of 
Goruan Inperiaiism is a ready tool of Russia and the United Strtces in the strugcle 
40 inde Germany, Therefore the present and future policy to substitute iazi rul- 
cre for the Bourgeois Democratic fakcrs by Russi. Fad imierice. prave to the hilt, 
tuct historically, the issue is, not Democracy versus Fascism, nor Democracy versus 
Ratsia, but prolotarian revolution “TETsUs capitalise 





Tc¢ capitalist trede unions of United Statcs Iupcrinlism show, om the Gorman qucs= . 
Nn; %MmcGe again thet they are part of the lege) appar-tus of iuacrio-n capitalisine 
The GeleOs, m1 LeFeLe sock to carry mt the policics of smeric-n Imperialism siuicnge 
16 Goren rank md file, but without success, The labor Department "s Tred¢ Union 
av isopy Corzaittee on Intcrnation=l] affsirs, in which the 6.1.0. Intern tional 
Lfiairs Dircetor Michsel Ross represented the C.I.0., “nd the LPole by Irvine 
Frova ond Renry Rutz, nid, smonge other things, the folloving-t» report, “Resent= 
ment ond criticien, throughout our zonc, whether justifiec or net, arc rife to 
guch on extent thot oe cin generzlize by swing thot no Gormen politi cicn con 
arford to become too rch identificd with »ceupstion policy and ediinistr-tion". 
The CeleO. News of Septe 27, 1948 further rcoports that the U.S. tr de union ree 
presentatives snid they found thet most of the Gemn unirnn menbere end all 
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democratic forces in Germany “car annini ict 
As in the Russian Spherc, Democracy in the ‘est 





The German working clase imst break vith Russien, .mericsn, French nd gezi ccm. 
inatione They iust begin to understand th t just as "Democracy" worke for their 
continued expl¢itation, Nazi Inaperinlism will lead them on the same road to ruin 
via a revived supcrenationrlism, .¢ best, the German workers will rermin sci- 
Colonial. slives undcr any froma of capitalist rule. Tho slogan of 2 "Unificd Gcr- 
many adopted by Stalinist Imperialisu, «mi U.S. Imperialism, with their satcllitcs, 
reading from left to right, is part 5f © program t> kecp the Gerran prolotcrict 
united against its mn class intercsts. 


The road of the Germon working closs rast be the road of Revolutionary Intarna~ 
tionalism, which means 2 split with its ow exploiters, foreie¢n and domestic, and 
A rejoction of the concept of 2 "Unified Gormmy". Rather, the unity cf the Ger- 
man workers mast be unity with comredes of all the nations of the world in build- 
ing a world revolutionary purty, which mall, in Gerrany, and intcrnationally, cs- 
tablish the Revolution«ry Dictatorship 2f the Froletcrist, 


Ronomber, German oompados, the lershell plan is f ttenine you a little bit sore 

in order to use you in a var againet Russin. The Moscow plen aceke the sarc pol, 
to usé ym in a war against the United States, The Nazi plan seeks to exploit 
your false notional pride for the sane Imperialist var oins. 

Yur only choice will ultimately be the road +f revolutions, Take it, 


D. /.tkins 





